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MONTEREY COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT PRESIDING JUDGE
ANNOUNCES JUDICIAL LEADERSHIP FOR 2026 and 2027

Monterey County Superior Court Presiding Judge Carrie Panetta is pleased to announce that the Honorable
Jennifer O’Keefe has been elected by the bench to serve as Monterey County Superior Court’'s next Assistant
Presiding Judge, commencing her term January 1, 2026. Judge O’Keefe will serve as Assistant Presiding Judge
(APRJ) in 2026 and 2027 and as Presiding Judge (PJ) in 2028 and 2029.

Current Assistant Presiding Judge Rafael Vazquez will commence his term as Presiding Judge effective January
1, 2026, and will serve as Presiding Judge (PJ) through 2027.

Judge O’Keefe has served on the Monterey County Superior Court bench since 2021, after being appointed to
that position by Governor Gavin Newsom. She currently presides over a felony trial department and serves as
the chair of the Bail Committee, the chair of the Judicial Policy and Strategic Planning Committee and as a
member of the Executive Committee and the California Judicial Mentorship Program Committee. She previously
served as a Deputy Public Defender and as a Chief Deputy Public Defender at the Monterey County Public
Defender’s Office from 2010 until her appointment to the bench. Judge O’Keefe was Deputy Public Defender at
the Fresno County Public Defender’s Office from 2005 to 2010.

Judge O’Keefe is originally from Virginia. She attended James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia, and
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science. Judge O’Keefe went to the Catholic University of
America’s Columbus School of Law, in Washington, D.C., graduating Magna Cum Laude. Judge O’Keefe serves
on the Board of Trustees and the Academic Standards and Policy Committee for the Monterey College of Law.
She has taught evidence at the Monterey College of Law for the last 10 years.

Judge Panetta expressed, “/ am confident that Judge Vazquez and Judge O'Keefe will continue their exemplary
service on the Superior Court while taking on these important leadership roles. Please join me in welcoming our
new Presiding Judge and Assistant Presiding Judge and supporting them in their new positions.”
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It is the mission of the Monterey County Superior Court to serve the public in a respectful, courteous and efficient manner
promoting trust and confidence in the legal system by providing fair, equal and open access to justice.
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