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March 26, 2024 
 
 
Ms. Christine Lerable, Foreperson 
Monterey County Civil Grand Jury 
c/o Office of the County Counsel 
Attention:  Sandra Ontiveros 
168 W. Alisal Street, 3rd Floor 
Salinas, CA 93901 
 
 
RE: Status updates to the 2022-2023 Monterey County Civil Grand Jury reports, titled: “Noise 

Ordinance: Sleepless in Monterey County.” 
 
Foreperson Lerable: 
 
This correspondence serves as the County of Monterey Board of Supervisors (Board) status update 
related to the 2022-2023 Monterey County Civil Grand Jury report, titled: “Noise Ordinance: Sleepless in 
Monterey County.” 
 
As requested via letter dated February 1, 2024 from the Monterey County Civil Grand Jury, enclosed 
please find the Board’s update to the above referenced report.      
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nicholas E. Chiulos 
Chief Assistant County Administrative Officer 
 
Enclosures 
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STATUS UPDATE 
 

REPORT TITLE:  2022-2023 Monterey County Civil Grand Jury Final Report – 
Noise Ordinance: Sleepless in Monterey County” 
RESPONSE BY:    Sheriff Coroner’s Office and Department of Housing and 
Community Development  
UPATES TO:   Recommendations: R2, R5, R6, R7, and R8 

  

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: R2, R5, R6, R7, and R8 
 
R2. HCD extend the hours of the noise complaint hotline beyond 10 p.m. on weekends to 

accommodate the extended hours of special events by July 31, 2023. 
 
Response to R2:  This recommendation will be implemented.  HCD will extend the hours of the noise 
complaint hotline to 11 p.m. on weekends. 
 
Update:   Recommendation has been implemented.  HCD has extended the hours of the noise compliant 
hotline to 11 p.m. weekends. 
 
R5.  HCD develop an outreach program to encourage residents to report any advertisements of 

planned special events and to call the hotline by September 30, 2023. 
 
Response to R5:  Recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the future. 
HCD will work with the County’s public information officer to develop and implement an outreach plan. 
This recommendation should be combined with R7. 
 
Update:  Recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented by December 15, 
2024. 
 
R6. MCSO develop a protocol with CHP to share information about large, possibly 

unpermitted events, to increase safe driving conditions in the area of the event, to be 
completed by September 30, 2023. 

 
Response to R6:   This recommendation requires further analysis.  The Sheriff’s Office has a strong 
relationship with the California Highway Patrol. Analysis must be undertaken to determine what type of 
information should be shared for various types of events to ensure that disparate enforcement does not occur. 
The analysis will be completed by November, 2023.  For more information, please see the Sheriff’s July 6, 
2023 response to the Presiding Judge, which is attached. 
 
Update:  This recommendation will not be implemented.  Please refer to attached response from the Sheriff- 
Coroner’s Office, dated March 18, 2024. 
 
R7.  HCD develop a public outreach program to inform residents of permit requirements for 

special events by December 31, 2023. 
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Response to R7:  Recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the future. 
HCD will work with the County’s public information officer to develop and implement an outreach 
plan. This recommendation should be combined with R5. 
 
Update:   Recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented by December 15, 
2024.  This will be coordinated with outreach efforts discussed in R5. 
 
R8.  Board of Supervisors impose stricter fines and penalties for repeat offenders of special 

event code violations by December 31, 2023. 
 
Response to R8:  This recommendation requires further analysis.  Special event permits are currently 
required by Monterey County Code Chapter 14.04.  County staff can evaluate potential amendments to 
this Chapter to further delineate the criteria for a special event, and to set separate fines for failure to 
obtain a special event permit.  Likewise, staff can evaluate further amendments to Chapter 10.60 to set 
fines for noise violations for special events.  
 
Update:  This recommendation has been partially implemented.  The Board of Supervisors modified the 
noise regulations to impose stricter rules for repeat offenders.  (See attached) 
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K e e p i n g  t h e  p e a c e  s i n c e  1 8 5 0  

Sheriff-Coroner 

March 18, 2024 
 
Christine Lerable, Foreperson 
Monterey County Civil Grand Jury 
c/o Office of the County Counsel 
Attention: Sandra Ontiveros 
168 W. Alisal Street, 3rd Floor 
Salinas, CA 93901 
 
RE: Follow-Up Response by Sheriff-Coroner Tina M. Nieto to the 2022-2023 Civil Grand Jury Report Entitled, 
“Noise Ordinance:  Sleepless in Monterey County” 
 
Foreperson Lerable, 
 
This letter will serve as my response to your letter dated February 1, 2024, for an update on the following items in 
my official capacity as the Sheriff-Coroner of Monterey County.   
 
Recommendation 6: MCSO develop a protocol with CHP to share information about large, possibly 
unpermitted events, to increase safe driving conditions in the area of the event, to be completed by September 
30, 2023. 
 
Status: This recommendation will not be implemented as there is not a need to develop a new protocol.  The 
Sheriff’s Office has a strong relationship of collaboration with the California Highway Patrol and each routinely 
supports the efforts of the other.  The California Highway Patrol is the primary agency for addressing and enforcing 
traffic related issues within the unincorporated areas of the County of Monterey.  The Sheriff’s Office, as a matter of 
practice, refers traffic issues to their agency to address.   
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Tina M. Nieto 
Sheriff-Coroner 
 

 

Cc: Sonia De La Rosa, County Administrative Officer 
 Nick Chiulos, Assistant County Administrative Officer 
 County of Monterey Board of Supervisors 
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